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Topic 1 Introduction

The Arab Women Organization of Jordan (AWO) is a non-profit women NGO,
which contributes to the creation of a large movement for women’s rights and
gender equality by uniting the efforts of women activists and strengthen their
solidarity. Throughout its long years of work, AWO had developed capacities of
its members, staff-members and women CBOs, affiliated to Mosawa Network; a
gender platform established by AWO in 2005 to encompass women CBOs across
Jordan on diversified knowledge and skills to implement humanitarian and
developmental projects.

The overall mission, purpose and core programs of the organization is to
generate and disseminate knowledge towards change in the social roles and the
expectation of women and men related to education, politics, economics &
culture and mobilizing of women for the values of citizenship and human rights
and to also contribute to promote political reform towards parity in
representation, women participation in the decision-making and respecting
diversity. AWO also contributes to strengthening women CBOs affiliated to
Mosawa Network to engage with independent civil society organizations in the
societal activities. AWO applies the holistic and participatory approaches with
special emphasis on the Human Rights-Based Approach.

As one of the leading women’s rights organizations in the country, AWO takes
on the issue of child marriages as a clear violation of the rights of girls to a
healthy normal childhood, including education, play and violent free home
environment. This research and its analysis explore the attitudes, opinions and
lived experiences of women, girls and men from Syrian refugee communities
and Jordanians in the Rusayfeh and Irbid regions of Jordan.

The research is a part of a regional project under the title “Empowerment of
refugee women in Lebanon and Jordan for the elimination of GBV partecian and
the exercise of their rights” funded by Association Per La Pau on behalf of the
Catalan Agency for Development Cooperation, and aims to inform the future
design and implementation of programs and activities as well as contribute to
the body of knowledge on the topic of child marriage in Jordan.
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Topic 2 Context

Jordan presents a unique demographical and socio-economic context that
affects social interactions and dynamics in a complex and fast changing way. The
country’s population increased by about 40% within the last 10 years alone! in
a trend that is not too unfamiliar for this small kingdom. Jordan have been a
destination of waves of forced migrations due to regional wars and conflicts
since 1948, with significant surges after the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, the Lebanese
civil war, the Gulf wars of 1991 and 2003 and more recently the Syrian and
Yemeni conflicts. The most recent census numbers show that more than 30% of
the country’s population is made up of refugees, with the highest
concentrations being in Amman and Irbid governorates, as well as significant
numbers of Syrians in Mafraq.?

Jordan’s population is also a young one. 54% of which is under 24 years of age>,
with a mandatory education system up to 10*" grade (16 years old.)

Unemployment is a particular concern among youth and women in Jordan,
where it reaches up to 18% among those over 15 years old* and recent World
Bank figures show women of all ages at very low employment rates and
economic participation despite high female enrolment figures in all levels of
primary, secondary and higher education.”

On legal, institutional and policy levels, Jordan has achieved noticeable steps
towards reducing gender inequality, yet significant gaps still exist especially in
the civil status and family laws and those impacting women’s access to resources
and income.® But more importantly, social and cultural norms remain quite
limiting to the achievement of gender justice and equality. Our experience
working in the field shows that while women and girls are at a significantly high
disadvantage when it comes to empowerment, access to resources, freedom of
movement and choice as well as being subject to physical and emotional gender-
based violence, men and boys are also caught up in a restrictive culture that

1 Jordan Department of Statistics. http://dosweb.dos.gov.jo/

2 UNHCR. 2018. Operational Portal: Refugee Situations. https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/36
334% are younger than 14, and 20% are between the ages of 15 and 24.

4 Jordan Department of Statistics. http://dosweb.dos.gov.jo/

> http://datatopics.worldbank.org/gender/country/jordan

6 OXFAM GB | Gender Analysis Report A Jordanian Context, 2016.
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reproduces unhealthy sense of masculinity and entitlement and limits their
freedom to pursue more creative and healthy forms of identity and behaviors.

There has been attempts in the past few decades to amend the Jordanian civil
status law to limit or end child marriages, but strong resistance from law makers
and parts of the civil society maintains sections in the law that provide families
and judges the space to marry off minors as young as 15 years of age. In 2018,
406 divorced girls had their second marriage performed before the age of 18
and that 4445 divorced women remarried between the ages of 18 and 24’.

The qualitative and qualitative research we are analyzing in this report was
conducted in a number of geographical and social contexts in central and
northern regions of Jordan, where large Syrian populations reside and are the
home of urban, rural and tribal cultures.

The issue of child marriage has risen to the forefront of the gender justice
narrative in Jordan since the beginning of the Syrian refugee crises. And while
there is no clear statistical evidence of the difference in prevalence of child
marriages between Jordanians and Syrians, the involvement of the
humanitarian sector and international NGOs within the refugee context helped
highlight the issue in the public domain.

This research explores the attitudes and perceptions of Syrian and Jordanian
women and girls as it relates to child marriages and looks into personal
experiences and lived realities of child brides and mothers of child brides.

7 Jordan Department of Statistics. http://dosweb.dos.gov.jo/
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Topic 1 Scope of the Project

This research is part of a regional project including Lebanon and Jordan and
targets women, men and girls. In Jordan, the research involved Syrian and
Jordanian women and men in the central region town of Rusayfeh, and the
northern cities of Irbid and Mafraq.

Women who participated in the focus group discussions were either mothers of
child brides or have themselves been child brides. The men involved are all
fathers, however not necessarily of child brides. The focus group discussions
involved 136 participants and were sampled as follows:

1 FGD, Syrian women/mothers, Irbid, 9 participants

1 FGD, Jordanian women/mothers, Irbid, 11 participants
1 FGD, Jordanian women/mothers, Rusayfeh. 14 participants
1 FGD, Syrian men/fathers, Rusayfeh, 13 participants

1 FGD Syrian men/fathers, Irbid, 17 participants

1 FGD, Syrian women/mothers, Rusayfeh, 11 participants
1 FGD Syrian girls, Rusayfeh, 10 participants

1 FGD Jordanian girls, Rusayfeh, 16 participants

1 FGD Jordanian women, Mafraq, 8 participants

1 FGD Syrian girls, Mafraq, 9 participants

1 FGD Jordanian girls, Mafraqg, 8 participants

1 FGD Syrian girls, Irbid, 10 participants

The FGDs and interviews where facilitated and conducted by AWO female team
members.

A survey was designed and disseminated among target community members to
gather statistical/quantitative demographic information on the status of women
and girls in the 3 regions. 136 women and girls answered the survey.
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Topic 2 Methodology of Study

Methodology of Data Collection
AWO community outreach officers in each of the 3 regions identified

participants in the focus group discussions and individual interviews. In each of
Rusayfeh, Mafraqg and Irbid:

5 Focus group discussions were conducted in Rusayfeh with 5 demographic
groups, Syrian women, Jordanian women, Syrian girls, Jordanian girls and Syrian
men with ages ranging between 13 and 60.

3 focus group discussions were conducted in Irbid, with 3 demographic groups,
Syrian women, Jordanian women and Syrian men with ages ranging between 17
and 58.

3 focus groups discussions were conducted in Mafrag with 3 demographic
groups, Jordanian adult women, Jordanian girls and Syrian girls

Most participants had not participated in gender awareness sessions through
various programs or the Arab Women Organization.

Outreach workers aimed to balance participants from urban and rural areas as
well as people with different education levels

Syrian refugees constituted about two thirds of research participants

All interviews and FGDs were conducted in Arabic.

Outreach workers and AWO staff interviewed by the lead consultant and
provided an insight into the group dynamics and observations on attitudes and
behaviors.

Literature review includes previous research by AWO on masculinities and
attitudes of men and boys towards gender justice within the communities
targeted in this research.

Methodology of Data Analysis
The research attempted to cover the following themes:

Participants’ attitudes towards the inevitability of child marriage in their
communities: A number of questions addressed the reasoning people give
behind engaging in, promoting or supporting child marriages. Those would
include religious values, the perceived best interest of families and strong
attachment to traditions. Such attitudes might not always match same

10
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participants opinions on the positive outcome of child marriages or best interest
of girls themselves.

Particular attitudes of men and women: We will analyze responses based on
gender and age and attempt to provide an insight on the different attitudes of
fathers, mothers and younger women.

Lived experiences of women and girls: We will be looking at the experiences of
women and girls who have been themselves child brides and the way this
experience might have changed their attitudes towards child marriage and layer
such responses with cultural and socioeconomic contexts.

Statistical Analysis

Analysis of the survey results provided an insight into possible trends and
attitudes based on nationality and age, as well as levels of education and
economic class. The results are not conclusive and firm evidence of social norms
among different demographics but do provide a useful tool to help triangulate
the findings.

A feminist lens:

While we strive to be culturally competent and locally relevant in this analysis,
and while we appreciate and understand the particularities of the Jordanian
context when it comes to family dynamics and social norms, we are analyzing
the results of this research from a feminist lens, with clear positions on women
and girls’ global rights. We will determine that statements are positive or
negative in value from such feminist lens where violence is not justified, victims
are not blamed and rights to movement, education, childhood and resources
are not compromised.

This position might be at odds with strong social norms and attitudes, such as
faith-based positions on the role of women and girls in society. It can also seem
to conflict with perceived interpretations of religious values such as a man’s
“right” to decide for his wife and daughters. It is important to understand that
some respondents’ agreeable answers to such statements might come from
strict adherence to social doctrines or religious interpretations. And while this
does not affect our judgement of such results, it could provide us with an insight
on potential interventions and approaches to create change.

11
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Third Chapter

The Results and Reccommendations
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Topic 1 General Attitudes Towards Child Marriage

The discussion questions looked at participants attitudes toward child marriage,
and the responses showed expected divisions in opinions based on demographic
group, lived experience and gender.

Jordanian and Syrian Women

We did not see a clear difference in attitudes between Jordanian and Syrian
women. Both groups understand and acknowledge the harms of child marriages
on the girls® and the children, many Syrian women however reside to the force
of traditions and the authority of men in the family to decide on the marriage of
girls.

“My daughters are orphans; | prefer to marry them off young to seeing them
work as servants at their uncle’s house. If circumstances were different, |
would have waited for them to finish high school”

Syrian female participant, adult

“l was a child when | got married, it wasn’t a great feeling, but | had to follow
the tradition. If a girl grows older than 18 and is still unmarried, she is judged

badly”
Syrian female participant, adult

When most Syrian women were asked if they would do things differently if they
could go back in time, they all said they won’t get married before they are 25
years old at least. They, however, mostly criticized the perceived freedoms and
rights women have in Jordan and seemed more grateful to the traditional
gender roles in the Syrian society.

8 This research only addressed girl marriages and have not look at boys, whether as potential victims of child
marriage or as informants. A previous research; “Statistical Analysis of Men’s Perspective

on Gender-Based Violence in Jordan” conducted by Alianza por la Solaridad and commissioned by AWO
provides an insight on the attitudes of boys toward child marriages.

13
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“Jordanian laws favor women, which is causing Syrian women here in Jordan
to try to separate from their husbands”
Syrian female participant, adult

“Children in Jordan speak up in front of adults and express their own
opinions. They do not show respect as Syrians do”
Syrian female participant, adult

Jordanian women as well, almost unanimously rejected the practice. The tone
of Jordanian women seemed more defiant to traditional gender roles and the
authority of men in the family to marry off their daughters at a young age.

“l was a child when | got married to my cousin,
he’s a very good man but | cannot stand him”

Jordanian female participant, adult

“I married my young daughter off. She’s very happy,
her husband beats her up and she says nothing”

Jordanian female participant, adult

There was a near unanimous agreement that the father and other men in the
family have the upper hand when it comes to decisions on marriage. Women
accept this as a reality of their lives but does not mean that they like it. This
comes with a sense of submission to men’s will.

Jordanian women put great value for education and work, and with very few
exceptions, most of them stated that getting sufficient education® (at different
levels) and then having a career precedes in priority, or at least should not
conflict with, getting married and starting a family. Syrian women showed, in

%1t is, however, noted that girls’ education is often tied to having a better chance in marriage and finding a
better caliber husband.

14
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general, a different attitude. Although many of them believe in the value of
education, the vast majority believe that their ultimate role is as a wife and as a
mother, and that working and participating in public life is not suitable for
women.!°

“A woman’s career is an integral part of who she is. All working women are
so proud of who themselves. A Smart woman with skills for leadership can
balance her private life with her career, and if there was more sharing in
responsibilities between men and women, life will be easier for all”

Jordanian female participant, adult

There is a strong, mutual perception among both groups, that Jordanian women
are much more liberal and enjoy more rights than Syrian women.

“Syrian society differs in habits and social customs, they prefer not to
educate girls, and their women do not have many rights. They resent our
social norms and behaviors... [Syrian] women don’t have any intellectual or
cultural interests and they are mostly illiterate.”

Jordanian female participant, adult

Some Jordanian women express concern from the influence of the -perceived-
conservative Syrian culture on their own. They would fear that Jordanian men
will prefer a more traditional Syrian woman or start demanding that their
Jordanian wives act more like Syrians. We have seen in previous studies
Jordanian women talking about husbands taking up a young Syrian woman or
girl as a second wife or threatening to divorce their wives and marry a young
Syrian woman or girl.

10 There is often noticeable difference in attitudes between Syrian women coming from urban vs. rural areas,
where women who come from places like Allepo, Homs and Damascus are much more inclined to support
women’s education and work than those coming from areas like Dara’a.

15
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“We worry that their culture would influence ours and introduce some
unfamiliar norms such as early marriage and restricting women’s movement.
Jordanian men might prefer to marry Syrian women”

Jordanian female participant, adult

With very few exceptions, women participating in the discussions highlighted
the role religious believes play in their attitudes towards family and the role of
women being in service to men and the household. They also pointed out that
men revert to self-serving interpretations of Islam to justify harmful practices
such as polygamy.

Men

Syrian men who participated in the FGDs presented a general understanding on
the harms of child marriage on girls, yet they did not show opposition to the
practice and placed higher value to traditions and culture over the wellbeing of
girls. Some of them strongly advocated for girls to be married off at a young age.
A noticeable difference in attitude was apparent between Syrian men living in
Rusayfeh and those living in Irbid. Some of those living in Rusayfeh seem to come
from urban areas in Syria and have relatively more progressive attitudes than
those living in Irbid who hold stricter opinions on child marriages®.

When participants were asked general questions about women’s role in the
family and society, including right to work and involvement in public life their
answers were tipped and reserved. While some do think a woman could be
consulted in household decisions, most insisted that the final say is for the man.
And only less than half approved of women working outside the house, and even
those agreed that work is conditional.

When it came to deciding on the marriage of a daughter, men said that the
father has the first and final say, even if the mother and daughter were
consulted. And while some of them did not present a strong argument to the
benefits of child marriages, they were not very concerned with its harms.

1 This could be merely an outcome of the sampling process and does not necessarily reflect a general
impression on Syrians living in Irbid or Rusayfeh.

16
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“I have two daughters that | married off at the ages of 16 and 17, and two
that were married after the age of 18, they are all happy with their marriages
because they were all ready physically and mentally and there was no
parental pressure on them to marry”

Syrian male participant

“I married my daughter off at 16, she was mature and responsible, and | gave
her a full month to think about the decision to marry. If a 16 year-old was not
going to continue her education then what’s the harm in her getting
married?”

Syrian male participant

A noticeable point of view related to the definition of a “minor”, as many men
agreed that the maturity and physical development, hence readiness to marry,
for a girl is subjective, and varies from one girl to another.

“Can’t judge a girl’s maturity by age. It all depends on how mature and
physically developed she is. She could be under 18 and | would marry her off
because she’s fully developed mentally and physically”

Syrian male participant

“The way we generally judge if a girl is a minor is by her physique, she could
be 15 but looks older, and she could be an adult but looks like a younger girl”

Syrian male participant

Not all men, however, were supportive of the practice, some acknowledge that
most child marriages end failure and are harmful to the girl and the children.
Some participants even shared personal experiences to argue against child
marriages:

17
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“My 3 nieces were married off as children, problems were endless. The girls
did not understand what marriage life is about. We create a false beautiful
image of the groom so they would agree not knowing what is waiting for
them. | reject child marriage in all its forms. Only when is a woman is old
enough and have enough experience, she can take that decision”

Syrian male participant, adult

What was clear from the focus group discussion with the group men, who were
themselves fathers of girls, is that there is a disconnect between understanding
the harms of marriage on girls and having a clear position against the practice.
Men were able to articulate the negative effects of such marriages on girls, but
they seem to be guided primarily by social norms and traditions. For many of
them, the benefits of child marriages still outweigh the harms.

“Marriage is protection to the girl and fulfills a religious obligation and
ensures the girl will not cause any problems to her family.”

“If a girl doesn’t marry early enough, she will become a spinster and only
married men will be interested in her”

Syrian male participant, adult

Girls

Syrian and Jordanian girls participating in the FGDs overwhelmingly oppose the
idea of getting married at an age younger than 18. And unanimously supported
girls’ need, and right to education.

“Education is a wide desert; you can find many oases of knowledge in it”
Jordanian female participant, girl

They, however, could understand why girls do marry at a young age as they are
lured in by the fantasy of the romance and the white dress and the party, not

18
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realizing the real responsibilities that come with married life. Most girls do not
have the chance to engage in any exciting activities outside of school their life
seems monotonous and lacking engaging and stimulating activities. Which could
explain the allure of marriage.

“I watch tv. | write my dreams. | eat and sleep. | read novels. | spend my time
on the phone. | teach my young siblings”

Jordanian girls answering questions about their daily activities

Few girls did not mind getting married at a young age if the right guy comes
along. They did however insist that the husband should allow them to finish their
education.

One common theme with most girls, is the acknowledgment that difficult family
conditions and the bad treatment of girls is one major factor pushing them to
want to get married. Marriage is seen as an escape from the violence,
discrimination and abuse from other family members.

Syrian girls did articulate the impact of the war on their situation and their
opinions on early marriage. Two particular issues came up and are also reflected
in previous studies. The first one is that war and displacement interrupted their
studies and left them without any hope to fulfil any dreams or aspirations of a
career or an education, therefor, marriage would be the only left option for
them. The second issue is related to the sexual abuse and rape that “many”
Syrian girls were victims of during the war, so finding a husband would provide
protection they desperately need.

“Many Syrian girls were raped during the war, so after we came to Jordan it
was better for us to get married to protect ourselves”

Syrian female participant, girl

19
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Similar to Adult women, we noticed mutual perceptions among both Jordanian
and Syrian girls relating to each other’'s sense of freedom and
liberal/conservative social norms. Syrian girls see their Jordanian peers as
independent and able to study and work and fulfil their dreams, while they
themselves are destined to life as housewives and mothers. For some Syrian girls
they came out with a tone of envy, while for others with a conviction that they
are following the right path dictated by traditions and religion.

“[Jordanian] girls our age study and go to school and university while we
have other domestic responsibilities and children to raise. We see them as
independent and strong and they can go out and do whatever they want like
go out to restaurants and shopping.”

Syrian female participant, girl

“Some Jordanian girls are not committed to religious values and this is
unjustified liberalism. A woman should commit to her home and her husband
would fulfil her needs. We prefer to stay inside the house and only leave it
when absolutely necessary”

Syrian female participant, girl

Topic 2 Lived Experiences

The research attempted to look at the attitudes and positions of married girls,
and adult women who got married as girls, both that are perceived as positive
and negative, as well as ones that present a more nuanced and complex
experience. This will help us identify response tools and approaches.

Very few adult women who participated in the focus group discussions
supported child marriages. Those who were married young themselves referred
to their own experience to illustrate the harms of child marriages.

“I| got married when | was 14. | tried to jump out of the 3" floor to escape the
marriage, | wanted to finish school, but the decision was my father’s, not

20
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mine. At the wedding night | didn’t understand what he [the husband]
wanted from me, so nothing happened between us for the first 3 months. So,
they tied me up from my hands and legs, and they used incense to get the
demons out of me. They had a doctor give me sleeping pills so that my
husband could do whatever he wants with me. All my children were born out
of marital rape. My first husband died and the one after him was even
worse”

Jordanian female participants, adult.

“my daughter got married very young. Her husband turned out to be
involved with drugs. She and the children came back to live with me when he
went to prison, and when he came out, he joined them and | am now taking
care of all of them.”
Jordanian female participant, adult.

“l was 13 when | married my husband, who was 20 at the time. After giving
birth to my first child | went out to play in the street. My son was raised by
my mother-in-law”

Jordanian female participant, adult.

Girls who participated in the focus group discussions either expressed regret for
getting married early or recount the negative experiences of their married
friends. It is worth noting that some of them realize that they will probably be
forced into an early marriage themselves even though they understand its
harms and challenges.

“l was 14.5 when | got married. | was till at school, and financial situation was
tough. If | could turn back time | would wait until | am at least 18 to get
married”

Married Syrian girl

21
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“My friend got married young and now she’s pregnant. | was shocked
because she always wanted to become a doctor but now all her dreams have
disappeared”

Jordanian girl

“Mly friend got married when she was 15, and now she has a child and she
doesn’t have a nice life anymore”
Jordanian Girl

Not all participants recounted negative experiences. Some despite
understanding the harms of child marriage, and their opposition of their
daughters being married off young, had positive experiences and have no
regrets:

“l got married when | was 20 to a man who has 5 children. My family did not
approve of him, but | wanted him. Now we’re happy.”
Syrian female participant, adult

Almost all women participating in both the focus group discussions and
the survey who were themselves married as minors do not advice other girls to
get married at a young age, and a significant number of them justified their
answers with the need to get better education.

Topic 3 Statistical Analysis

Looking at the quantitative data extrapolated from the survey results, we can
conclude a number of common trends that, for the most part, cohere with the
gualitative knowledge gathered from the focus group discussions.

Cultural differences

With some exceptions, we do find that the number of Syrian adult women who
were married as a child is much higher than Jordanian women. Taking into
consideration that a larger number of Syrian women participated in the survey,
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we still see that over 90% of them were married as underage girls. While less
than 40% of Jordanian women were married as children.

Age

From the sample included in this research, we see no significant difference in
the rates if child marriages among Syrians between older generations (those
who were married before the conflict and pre-displacement) and younger girls,
who were married during the conflict and mostly while refugees in Jordan. We
do notice, however, a noticeable increase in the rates of child marriages among
Jordanian girls, who were married in the last few years, compared to older
women?2, Findings from the qualitative part of this research could show some
linkage between this potential trend and the demographic change resulting
from the Syrian refugee crises.

Economic Status

We notice no correlation between the economic status of Syrian women and
their age of marriage. Noting that all women responding to the survey were
asked about their current economic status and not necessarily at the time of
marriage (pre-displacement), and almost all Syrian women are currently living
in poverty or semi-poverty due to displacement. Therefor it is difficult to
conclude a clear correlation between economic status and under-age marriages
among Syrians from this research.

We do see some differences though among Jordanian women, where more
women who were married as girls report living in poverty than those married as
adults. As for younger Jordanian girls surveyed, we see no noticeable difference
in the trends of child marriage between those who reported lower, middle or
high-income status.

Education

Most women participating in the survey have not completed higher education
beyond high school, and many of them have not finished high school. The level
of education of those women does not seem to influence their experience of
being married as young girls, or have their daughters married as minors.

12 There is no sufficient evidence linking this observation with the Syrian refugee crises and the influence of
Syrians on Jordanian society. Nor is the sample is not large enough to determine a general trend.

23



a8,
L a4
[ P

(@]

Research on Early and Child Marriage in Jordan

Instigation of Marriage

It was very clear from the survey results that among the different reasons listed
to why women and girls get married, free choice and an independent
relationship between the female and the future husband is almost non-existent.
“Traditional” marriage was the most common answer among over 95% of
respondents. A traditional marriage does not necessarily mean forced marriage
as we can see that many women and girls do express support for such approach
to finding a husband, whether dues to respect of those traditions or out of a
desire to escape their own family life.

Legal Framework

When survey participants were asked if they would support stricter laws to
prevent child marriages under the age of 18, we see bigger support among
women who were married as minors themselves for the proposed change than
mothers of girls who were married as minors (but not necessarily married as
minors themselves).

Topic 4 Conclusion

The harms of child marriage are apparent to most people who participated in
the research. Whether it is the physical or psychological harms, or the negative
affects it could have on the children and the family at a whole. However, this
understanding is not enough to stand in the face of strong traditions and a
patriarchal culture that puts little value to the wellbeing of the girl if it conflates
with social norms and “family values”.

This is quite apparent when looking at the responses of most men who
participated in this research who insist that a girl marrying early is what is best
for her and her family and the society at large. Women and girls accept the final
authority of the men in their families and reside to the fact that those men will
decide for them at the end.

Only Syrian men participated in this research; however, previous similar
studies!® presented some variation when compared to Jordanian men, who

13 “Statistical Analysis of Men’s Perspective on Gender-Based Violence in Jordan”, Alianza por la
Solaridad/AWO - 2018
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were more open to girls finishing some level of education and only getting
married at 18 years of age or older.

Social Gender Norms

Discrimination against females, family violence and social norms depriving girls
from rights to movement, education and play are all influencing factors to the
prevalence of child marriages. A common theme presented by both women and
girls is that many of them agree to get married to escape unhealthy family
conditions, including violence and verbal abuse. Girls do not have the freedom
or opportunities to engage in activities outside the house or develop skills and
explore their potentials. Marriage would seem to many of them as a much
welcome change.

Such social norm also means that neither the girls themselves or their mothers
have much say on the decision to get married. The final decision is taken by the
father and other males in the family.

Economic Situation

Poverty is one of the main reasons families seem to marry off their daughters
young. A girl leaving her parents’ home to get married is one less mouth to feed.
Many girls understand this reality and agree to get married to reduce the
economic burden on their parents. This does not apply to boys, and girls are
brought up to believe that they are a burden and that they will always be the
responsibility of man, the father or the husband.

The girls participating in this research seem to articulate this issue more than
any other group. The direct correlation between poverty and early marriage is
not always clear. Syrians for example, do present the difficult economic situation
as they live in displacement as one of the reasons to early marriages, however,
the same group acknowledge that this practice was prevalent and is considered
a cultural norm back in Syria pre-displacement.

Violence Against Women and Girls

Early marriage is widely considered a form of gender-based violence. The
research into this practice also present a considerable exposure of violent
practices against women and girls that contribute to the spread of child
marriages and are an outcome of it.
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Many girls as well as mothers and adult women talked about physical and
psychological violence, and discrimination they are subjected to as girls on the
hands of other family members as one of the reasons they chose to get married
young and escape such living conditions. A number of testimonies by women
and girls also described the physical harm, in the form of marital rape, beating,
and harm caused by having sex and giving birth at an early age.

Engaging Men

When looking at the main difference in attitudes of men and women towards
child marriage, we can clearly see that the lived experience of women and girls
who got married at an early age, greatly influences their rejection of the practice
and understanding of its harms. Men have a lesser consideration of the impact
of such marriages on women and girls and place bigger value on the social
structures, economy and religion. This is a symptom of the lack of engagement
of men in the every day lived realities of women and girls in their families and
community.

The Right to Education and Work

Women, girls and men, all supported the right, and need for girls to get an
education. And while some men thought high school is sufficient, most girls
expressed a desired to get a college degree or higher education and talked about
dreams of working and having careers. Adult women and mothers for the most
part want to see their daughters having an education and careers.

Such awareness of the value of education and work, and the desire for personal
fulfillment and achievement conflicts with the reality of most of those
participating in the focus group discussions. Women who gave up on those
dreams to be married off, girls who realize that they might have the chance to
finish their education if an opportune marriage proposal comes through, and
fathers who place lesser value to their daughters wishes than to fulfilling cultural
expectations.

The Effects of the Syrian Conflict

Syrian and Jordanian women and girls alike articulated the differences in cultural
norms between both cultures and many expressed concerns of the influence
each could have on the other. And while we don’t see noticeable change in
trends when it comes to Syrians getting married at young age before the crises
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(pre-displacement) or while refugees in Jordan, the motives to marry young
were definitely influenced by the current lived reality, and justified by the
existing poor economic conditions and need to provide protection for girls, as
well as the loss of education opportunities.

Jordanian women and girls expressed concern the influence of Syrians could
have on their culture and in particular men’s opportunities and desire to marry
younger women/girls. And while this research in both its qualitative and
guantitative parts does not provide conclusive evidence on actual change in
trends, we do observe a peculiar change in the age of marriage Jordan among
women and girls in the last few years, where considerably more girls surveyed
were married under 18 years of age in the past 1-7 years than older women.

Faith and Religion

Participants in this research represent societies that are predominantly Muslim,
and many of them do refer to the way they perceive their religious teachings
when describing gender roles and the duty to get married. Most women and
girls believe that reverting to men in the family in all decisions, including
marriage, it is part of their religious obligations. Many of them expressed a clear
conviction that marriage is a religious duty, hence, the sooner it happens the
sooner this duty is fulfilled.

Topic 5 Recommendations

Programs and activities aimed at combating child marriage need to be more
targeted and customized based on demographic groups. Women and men have
different entry points to the conversation. And the lived experiences of those
who suffered the negative impacts of child marriages are a valuable resource in
influencing attitudes of others. We do need to pay close attention to the
apparent cultural differences between Syrians and Jordanians. Attention to men
and engaging them in the conversation is elemental a they play a decisive role
in the practice of child marriage.

Looking at the findings and conclusions of this analysis, we propose the following
recommendations for service provision and programming around combating
child marriages within Syrian and Jordanian communities in the regions included
in this research:
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Introducing content that helps men understand the cost of child marriage to
the health and wellbeing of their daughters and other girls in their communities.
Men would benefit from being exposed to the real-life experiences of women
and girls who were married at young ages and looking at the negative mental
and physical health impacts on them and the family as a whole. Peer-
involvement activity-based projects would have larger impact than traditional
awareness building and education sessions.*

Content on healthy fatherhood needs to be developed and delivered in an
engaging manner that is based in peer education and sharing of experiences.

Facilitated cross-cultural activities between Syrian and Jordanian women and
girls and between those from urban and rural backgrounds with diverse
attitudes towards child marriage and gender justice would expose those with
more conservative attitudes to the benefits of girls’ education and
independence.

Introduction of research and science-based content on the harms of child
marriage to girls and the value of healthy childhood development, into
programming targeting parents and community decision makers.

Investing in trauma healing and mental health support to victims of war and
the Syrian armed conflict that addresses the sense of despair and hopelessness
many women and girls are left with and which drives them to look at marriage
as the only option for a better life.

Working with faith leaders and preachers to promote positive values around
healthy child development and theological references to women’s right to chose
and to work and education.

Organizational Capacity Building

The capacity of community-based organizations and service providers to
address the issue of child marriage requires specific competencies and
structures:

14 previous experiences in engaging men and boys showed that they respond more actively to action projects
than to theoretical education. Trainings on designing and implementing initiatives and giving them a sense of
ownership in creating content and the power to influence their communities could prove quite impactful. It
would also respond to feedback provided by participants in this research
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Investing in capacity building towards working with men and boys in a manner
that is relevant to this demographic and does not compromise services and
spaces designed for women and girls®>. This would include training staff on
concepts of masculinity and male privilege, including the role of men and boys
in gender-based violence prevention and gender justice. It also means
understanding how men socialize and engage and learn and the spaces they use
within the community?®.

Increase the capacity of all staff, male and female to understand the lived
experience of females who were married as girls with an understanding of the
different social, economic, and cultural influences.

Introduce knowledge content on the refugee experience and war trauma and
its impact on gender dynamics to all levels of organizational structures.

15 Needs a re-evaluation of the use of institutional space within the organization. Women and men both have
access to the same space which could increase the sense of risk for some victims and survivors of SGBV,
despite the scheduling separation. A study on the use of space and the community’s perception of safety and
risk would help design better space solutions. Other community spaces might be more suitable for men and
boys’ activities.

6 Men and boys in previous studies have talked about providing activities through the local mosques, sports
clubs and coffee shops, schools, as well as possibly within people’s homes.
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Two surveys or two questionnaires were designed that included a set of
questions related to Child Marriage in its various dimensions, and the first form
targeted the parent community of female minors and others, and the study
sample included 220 respondents from the family’s community, the number of
fathers was 23, while the number of mothers reached 197.

The family Number percentage
Father 23 10.5%
mother 197 89.5%
total 220 100.0%

s

H Father

Mother

The family sample was distributed to the main cities where there are refugee
communities and their camps in Jordan as follows:

City of Residence Number percentage
Irbid 82 37.27%
Zarqga 77 35.0%
Mafraq 61 27.73%
total 220 100.0%
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City of Residence

H Irbid
W Zarga

m Mafraq

In terms of the nationality of the family, in view of the overlapping and influence
between the Jordanian and Syrian communities, 64 Jordanian nationals were
surveyed as well as 156 of Syrian nationality, and as per the age group, the ages
of respondents were divided between 19 years and over 40 years, where their
percentage reached 75% according to the following table.

Current age of the researched
. Number The percentage
girls
From 12 to 18 years 0 0%
From 19 to 25 years 3 1.4%
From 26 to 30 years 2 0.9%
From 31 to 40 years 50 22.7%
Over 40 years 165 75%
total 220 100.0%

Category for parents' age

80
60
40

20

1.4% 0.9%

19 to 25 years 26 to 30 years 31 to 40 years Over 40 years

In terms of the social status of the family’s sample, the number of married
heads of household amounted to 178 with a percentage of 81%, while the
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widows were 30 respondents with a percentage of 14% , hence 5% of the 12
separated women were males and female responsive.

The second survey targeted 366 married women who got married as minors,
with 255 Syrian nationals and 111 Jordanian nationals, and their areas of
residence were distributed to Irbid, Zarqa and Mafraq as follows:

City of residence Number The percentage
Irbid 138 37.7%
Zarga 123 33.6%
Mafraq 105 28.7%
Total 366 100.0%

City of Residence

H Irbid
Zarqga’a

H Mafraq

The current age of the researched girls ranged from 12 to over 40 years, and

about 43% of them were between the ages of 19 and 25 years, according to the

following:
Current age of the researched
) The percentage
girls Number
From 12 to 18 years 58 15.85%
From 19 to 25 years 157 42.9%
From 26 to 30 years 107 29.23%
From 31 to 40 years 21 5.74%
Over 40 years 23 6.28% years
total 366 100.0%
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Current age for researched girls

50

40

30

20

10

12 to 18 years 19 to 25 years

26 to 30 years

31 to 40 years

Over 40 years

In terms of the social status of the researched girls, the percentage of married
women was about 83%, while the percentage of widows was about 22%, while

the divorced women was about 15%.

In the study survey specially of minors, the percentage of minors who were
married aged 16 and under was 64%, while 36% of those who married 17 years
of age were 36%, and it is mentioned that 56 of the minors were married aged
12 to 14, and their percentage was 15%.

The Minor’s Marriage
Number The percentage

Age
12 — 14 years 56 15.3%
15 years 70 19.13%
16 years 107 29.23%
17 years 133 36.34%
total 366 100.0%
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The Minor’s Marriage Age

W12 - 14 years
W 15 years 19.13%
16 years

17 years

It is clear that the legislative aspect is the gateway through which the
phenomenon of Child Marriage can be reduced, when young women are asked
in the opinion poll about their position on endorsing whether to increase the
age of marriage to 18 years, about 90% supported this direction, while only 10%

of the sample rejected it.

The girls’ opinion of endorsing the marriage age rise to 18 years | Number Perc.:l;ehniage

With 326 89.07%

Against 26 7.10%

Against but you'll abide by the new law 8 2.19%

Against and can circumvent the law to complete the marriage 2 0.55%

| do not know 2 0.55%

Marriage can be completed and registration can be postponed 2 0.55%

until reaching the age of 18

Total 366 100.0%

34



aby

€% Research on Early and Child Marriage in Jordan
AWO

The girls’ opinion when endorsing the marriage age rise to 18

years

Marriage can be completed and registration 0.55%
I do not know | 0.55%
Against and can circumvent the law to...| 0.55%
Against but you'll abide by the new law 2.19%
Against 7.10%

With

When the family was asked about their consent to endorse the increase the age
of marriage to 18, 72% supported the proposal, while about 22% rejected it, and
6% of the family supported the completion of the marriage and registration

when the girl reached the age of 18.

89.07%

The family’s opinion when endorsing the marriage age rise to 18 The
years Number | percentage
With 158 71.82%
Against 28 12.73%
against but you'll abide by the new law 17 7.73%
against and can circumvent the law to complete the marriage 4 1.82%
Marriage can be completed and registration can be postponed until 13 5.91%
reaching the age of 18
Total 220 100.0%

The family’s opinion when endorsing the marriage age rise to 18

years
Marriage can be completed and registration 0.55%
| do not know 5.91%
Against and can circumvent the law to... 1.82%
Against but you'll abide by the new law 7.73%
Against 12.73%

With

71.82%
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It is clear from the above that the legislative environment contains many
weaknesses through which the Child Marriage can continue, which calls for
further steps and measures to create a legislative environment to stop this
phenomenon and contribute to stopping the building of families of minors,
especially the generations have begun rejecting this phenomenon and demand
legislation to stop it, which indicates the deep rooting of this phenomenon.

Wars and armed conflicts play a role in the spread the phenomenon of Child
Marriage, where this option is practiced by families as a result of the danger they
fear for their daughters, and their fear of them being subjected to any attacks
as a result of conflict situations, and the Syrian crisis like any other which has a
prolonged armed conflict, and in this regard the Syrian Center for Legal Studies
and Research pointed out that the percentage of Child Marriages has increased
with the continuation of the crisis, as before the outbreak of this crisis in Syria
the percentage of marriages of minors was 7% of the total Child Marriages
increased in 2015 to more than 30%, and the report of the Syrian Center pointed
out that 60% of marriages that are not registered in the Shariah courts are
marriages of female minors, as noted by the report to the rise of this
phenomenon in rural areas.

The security concern reinforces the fears of families about their underaged
daughters, as a large proportion of them view the minor as a vulnerable
creature, and when the sample of families were asked about their view of the
minor, 41% reported that the minor was a weak creature, while only 25%
considered that she was strong, and the other evaluations for minors were
distributed between reckless, carelessness intelligent and naive.

Parents' view of
their underage Number | Percentage
daughters
Strong 55 %25. 0
Weak 91 %41.4
Ambitious 23 %10. 5
Reckless. 26 %11. 80
Indifferent 18 %8.2
Smart 14 %6. 4
Naive 7 %3.2
Otherwise 4 %1.8
Total 220 100%
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Parents' view of their underage daughters
Otherwise ] 1.80%
Naive [l 3.20%
Smart [l 6.40%
Indifferent [ 8.20%
Reckless. I 11.80%
Ambitious [ 10.50%
Weak I 41.40%
strong | 25.00%

The fear situation that accompanies Syrians even when they leave as refugees,
where many find the marriage of minors as a way to adapt with the situation
and feel some reassurance, according to many international officials stressing
the need to develop solutions to reduce this phenomenon, especially as United
Nations reports indicate that 70% of the refugees are women.'’

The economic and living motive comes as one of the reasons and factors that
push for early marriage among Syrian refugees in Jordan, displaced families from
the scourge of war, reach the camps without any constituents, so, resorting to
one of the solutions which is to adapt and ease the economic burdens by
marrying off their daughters . One of refugees says in a report entitled Marriage
of Syrian female minors in the camps of Jordan " We arrived here destitute and
married my daughter off to a man to provide for her, feed her, clothe her, so |
can have more free time to care for others, he married her for one and a half
month, after that | know nothing about him”

Reverting to the survey that aimed at the family, 79% reported that they had
four or more children, which indicated the impact of this dimension on the
extent of the pressure on the refugee family.

17 Sahar Hawija« Marriage Forced And factors Influential On Breadth A phenomenon Marry Minors Syrian
women Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research 18/10/2018
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Number of family’s
) Number The percentage
children
0 0 0%
1 5 2.31%
2 19 8.6%
3 18 8.2%
+4 174 79.1%
Empty 4 1.8%
Total 220 100.0%

Number of Family’s Children

4 - 79.1%
3 | 8.2%
2 | 2.3%
1 -:| 2.3
0 2I0 4I0 6IO 8IO

Also, more than 60% of parents rated their living conditions between bad and
very bad, while only 10% considered that their accommodation conditions were
good, and the following table shows the details of the results.

Accommodation conditions
. Number The Percentage
for the underage’s family

Very bad 20 9.1%

bad 113 51.4%

Medium 65 29.5%

Good 22 10.0%
Total 220 100.0%
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work."

Accommodation conditions for the underage’s family

B Very bad

M bad

B Medium

Good

the sample answers.

51.40%

percenta | The
percentage
The father | Number ge Mother Number
works 89 40.5% works 20 9.1%
Does not 131 [59.5% Does not 200 90.9%
work work
Total 220 100% 220 100.0%
percenta
. Percentage
Brothers | Number |ge Sisters Number
Do not 148 67.3% Do not 210 95.5%.
work work
1 34 15.5% 1 6 2.7%
2 24 10.9% 2 4 1.8%
3 5 2.3% 3 0 0%
+4 9 4.1% +4 0 0%
Total 220 100.0% 220 100.0%

Another woman said in one of the meetings that the economic situation is
getting more and more difficult in Jordan, “life is expensive and there is no

At the employment level, about 60% of the fathers do not work, 90% of the
mothers also do not work, and the brothers about 67% of them do not work,
and 95% of the sisters do not work, so it is clear that the lack of work increases
the economic impact on families, and the following table explains the details of
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More than 50% of the minors surveyed indicated that the economic situation of
couples between poor and very poor, in the case of couples whose condition
was classified as average was 44%, according to the results of the sample survey

of minors.
Economic situation of husband Number Percentage
Very poor 50 13.7%
Poor 136 37.2%
Average 161 44%
Above average 8 2.2%
Dead 11 3%
total 366 100.0%
Economic Situation of Husband
50 A
40
30 A
20 A
10 1
2.2% 3.0%
0 -
Very poor Poor Average Above Dead

average

Of the aspects connected with the economic situation is the inability to
complete education, as it has emerged through a series of meetings with Syrian
women refugees that one of the reasons of not finishing education is the
economic situation, and the outbreak of the crisis. In addition, the activity of
associations is limited to psychological support and handicrafts.

From the results of the economic conditions distributed by the media and
referred to by many reports and youth initiatives that oppose the idea of
exploiting the situation of Syrian refugees, including the campaign "Refugees
Not Captives", where the campaign official Mo’ayad Eskif says that offers and
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invitations to marry Syrian women in Jordan are Cheapening of women and
exploitation of the status of them as refugees outside Syria.18.

The results of the survey indicated the difficult economic situation of families,
as 66% of respondents reporting that their economic situation is poor and very
poor.

Economic Situation Number Percentage
Very poor 31 14.1%
poor 115 52.3%
Average 73 33.2%
Above average 1 0.5%
Total 220 100.0%

Economic Situation

60 A
50 A
40 4
30 A
20 A

10 1
0.5%

Very poor Poor Average Above average

Social reasons are considered as one of the most important reasons and factors
that have raised the rates of Child Marriage in Syrian refugee communities in
Jordan, and in this regard, the spokesman for the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees Mahmoud Al-Hawari said that the main reason for
the high rate of Child Marriages from the total number of marriages of Syrian
women is the inherited social traditions of Child Marriage in some areas of Syria,

18 suffering Double For refugee women Syria. War Tears Home Offers Marriage Similar. Under duress. For
more information, please see the following link. https://cutt.us/yX8pX
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including rural areas in Dera’a governorate, from which the majority of refugees
come from the largest Syrian refugee camps, which is Zaatari camp.*®

The survey which was conducted has reflected the magnitude of the impact of
social factors in practicing Child Marriage. When parents were asked how they
were married, about 90% replied that their marriage was traditional, while the
percentages of forced marriage and knowledge and love were equal and
approximately about 5%.

Method of Marriage Number Percentage
Traditional 196 89.1%
Choice by knowledge and love 12 5.5%
Forced 12 5.5%
Total 220 100.0%

Method of Marriage

100 1
80 4
60 A
40 4

20 A

5.5% 5.5%
0 .
Traditional Choice by knowledge Forced
and love

Referring to the manifestations of the influence of customs and traditions,
Syrian refugee women spoke in several meetings in the locations of large
numbers of Syrian refugees in Irbid, Zarqa and Mafraq, where the talk was about
a girl when she is over the age of 18 is considered a spinster, and one of the
mothers’ participants talked about the benefits of early marriage "the girl learns
in her in-law’s house and copies their temperaments to grow up with her and

19 Ola Shakhshiro Mohammed Melhem, the phenomenon of underage marriage in Zaatari camp is growing
despite efforts to reduce it, digital media network website, for more can be found at the following link
http://www.jmidigitalmedia.com/?p=104
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her children", there is also another who said that the decision to marry was to

the father first and then to the mother.

The survey, conducted with the parents, reiterated the above, as when mothers
were asked about their marriage age, about 69% of them were married while

minors.
Mother’s Age When
) Number percentage
Married
Minor 151 68.6%
Adult 69 31.4
Total 220 100.0%

Mother’s Age When Married

® Minor

Adult

68.60%

When the family was asked about the reasons for consenting to early marriage,

more than 50% of the sample reported that early marriage was in line with
customs and traditions, while about 33% replied that the reason for consent was
knowing the groom's family and his financial ability.

Reasons Why Parents Agreeing on Child Marriage Number Percentage
Choosing the girl for a romantic relationship 7 3.2%
The need to marry off the young girl 13 5.9%
Respect for customs and traditions 111 50.5%
Knowing of the groom's' famlly and his financial 7 32 7%
abilities

Others 17 7.7%

Total 220 100.0%
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Reasons Why Parents Agrefzoo%n Child Marriage
M Choosing the girl for a romantic relationship
The need to marry off the young girl
M Respect for customs and traditions
H Knowing of the groom's family and his

financial abilities

M Others

Also, one of the changes that has affected girls regarding the social environment,
where the refugee women in the focus groups that were organized indicated
that the margin of freedom of movement and getting out here is greater than
what was available in Syria, one of the girls said, "It is forbidden for us to get
out of the house even to buy vegetables, but here it is normal and there is more
freedom."

One of the social reasons is the low level of education among Syrian women
refugee , in one of the meetings with mothers from the Syrian asylum
community in Mafraqg, they stated that the educational level of women reaches
the eighth grade and the majority of them are illiterate and that there is no
participation of woman in decision-making, because she marries early and does
not continue her studies.

Enrolment in education rates are witnessing a decline as Syrian refugees
advance with age, as a survey of the living conditions of Syrian refugees in Jordan
showing that 15% of adults aged 20 and over have a secondary certificate or
equivalent, <« 24% have completed basic education, and 26% have not
completed elementary school..

The study indicated that enrolment rates for children between the ages of 6 and
11, reaches 99% - 100%.

Enrolment rates for school begin to decline from the age of 12 onwards, at the
age of 12 years the enrolment rate reaches 92%, at the age of 13 years the rate
reaches 86%, at the age of 14 years it reaches 71%, and at the age of 15 and 16
years it reaches 39%, 17 years reaches 23%, 18 years reaches 13%, and 19 years
old reaches 12%.
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When the family were asked about their level of education, it was found that
about 84% of their educational level between primary and middle school was
that they did not reach high school, while 14% of those with a high school
diploma were 14%, and 2% went to university.

Level of Parents’
) percentage

Education Number
Illiterate 41 18.6%
Elementary 93 42.3%
Middle 50 22.7%
Secondary 31 14.1%

University and above 5 2.3%

Total 220 100.0%

Level of Parents’ Education

lliterate
Elementary
m Middle
M Secondary
B University and above

When the family were asked about their opinion of Child Marriage , 49% of
respondents said it was adhering to customs and traditions, 14% said it was a
way to get rid of economic burdens and expenses, and the following table shows
the answers of the parents surveyed.

The Parents Opinion of Child Marriage Number Percentage
Fulfilling an old promise. 2 0.91%
Others 3 1.36%
Religious heritage 9 4.09%
Completing the age of 18 13 5.91%
At puberty 16 7.27%
Get rid of their worries and their extra expenses 30 %13.64
a suitable groom available 39 %17.73
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Customs and traditions 108 %49.09
Total 220 100.0%

The Parents Opinion of Child Marriage

Customs and traditions 49.09%
a suitable groom available 17.73%
Get rid of their extra expenses 13.64%
At puberty 7.27%
Completing the age of 18 5.91%
Religious heritage 4.09%

Others 1.36%

Fulfilling an old promise. 0.91%

It is clear from previous observations that there are a number of customs and
traditions that drive the acceptance of Child Marriage, despite the rejection of
this kind of marriage, as well as the combination of other factors related to
society, such as the absence of interest in education and the living and economic
conditions.

The head of the Center for Women's Studies, Dr. Maisoon Al-Otoom, spoke
about the reasons for Child Marriage, noting that there are sociological and
anthropological reasons, where she stated that poverty, unemployment and
frustration related to the lack of jobs, in addition to the prevailing culture
associated with it, makes Child Marriage a widespread phenomenon. The family
sees that not every job or educational opportunity may suit the female, plus
there is a view that education is for males because women will eventually get
married, and thinking in this way may lead to Child Marriage of the girl, in
general there are those who see the girl as an economic and material burden.

On the other hand, there are those who see the female as a symbolic burden
and that her sutra is by marrying her off, and this kind of culture has returned
strongly, she explained, despite its disappearance decades ago.

The phenomenon of early marriage is reinforced by the belief that girls consider
domestic and functional duties are the responsibility of women, and this is a
heavy burden that favors marriage to a man with money than education and
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employment, plus the pressures she may be subjected to because of her
responsibilities imposed by social customs.

Professor Linda AlKelsh, Director of the Tamkeen Center for Legal Aid, explained
that the reasons for early marriage are the economic conditions and poverty
that families may experience, and linked the asylum to Child Marriage. On
viewing women, the societies specially the rural ones view the women as a
family honor, hence by marrying them off comes as preventive action to protect
the family honor of any danger, and the Syrian crisis in its various outcomes
forms a threat to women.

After addressing the reasons that lead to the option of Child Marriage in Syrian
asylum societies, we note that poverty, living pressures, economic and social
pressures caused by the Syrian crisis have undoubtedly had a negative impact
on the spirit of parents and their children. There who fears exploitation and
resorts to marry off his underaged daughters, which means feeling of weakness
in minors, this situation may lead to psychological trauma as a result of the lack
of understanding and awareness of the consequences of marriage concerns, its
responsibilities, and the rights and duties it entails, which the minor does not
realize in the first place, and does not know about its details, nor can she take
any reaction to it.

When asked about the requirements of marriage, 39% of the sample said that
they did not know anything about the requirements of marriage and its roles,
while 30% replied that the requirements of marriage were to have children, and
31% stated that the requirements and roles of marriage were to serve the
husband, and the following table explains the details of the respondent's
answers.

Description Number Percentage
Not knowing anything 143 39.07%
Serving the husband 115 31.42%
Having kids 112 30.60%
Taking care of the house 91 24.86%
Not thinking about it 89 24.32%
Relationship with the in-laws 74 20.22%
Successful relationship with husband 42 11.48%
Marriage difficulties and how to solve them 26 7.10%
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Knowing the rights of both spouses 24

6.56%

Otherwise 9

2.46%

How well an underage knows the requirements and roles of a

marriage

39.07%

31.42% 30.60%
24.86% 24.32%
20.22%
11.48%
I 7.10%

6.56%
2.46%
Not knowing Servingthe  Having kids Taking care of Not thinking Relationship  Successful Marriage  Knowing the  Otherwise
anything husband the house about it with the in-  relationship  difficulties rights of both
laws with husband and how to spouses
solve them

When the sample of the married teenaged girls were asked about the reasons
for consenting to marriage, the answers were, about 29% of the parents'
pressure and 24% of customs and traditions, and it is noted that the two answers
are the product of the social environment and cultural and social heritage.

Description LT Percentage

Parental pressure 105 28.7%
Respecting customs and traditions 88 24.0%
Building a family 41 11.2%
Having a love affair 39 10.7%
Kinship with the groom 24 6.6%
An understanding good groom. 23 6.3%
Search for security and stability 22 6.0%
Escape from poverty and deprivation 14 3.8%
Others 10 2.7%

Total 366 100.0%
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Reasons for Agreeing to Marriage

2.70%

3.80%

= Parental pressure
= Respecting customs and traditions
= Building a family
Having a love affair
= Kinship with the groom
= An understanding good groom.
m Search for security and stability
m Escape from poverty and deprivation
= Others

One the psychological effects of Child Marriage, is the weakness state that the
girl lives, in addition to the discrimination phenomenon based on social kind
which the woman lives in general and the underaged on a bigger scale, the
underaged’ weakness after marriage increases, as she normally marries a
person older than her, and that will subject her for social isolation, hence she
relies on her husband to provide for her, so she loses her chance of
empowerment, and this will double her psychological shock as the time lapses.

This and 40% of the respondents of the married underaged confessed of
dissatisfaction between them and their husbands.

Relationship with husband
. Percentage
after marriage Number
Satisfaction 219 59.8%
Dissatisfaction 147 40.2%
Total 366 100.0%
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Relationship with husband after marriage

‘ = Satisfaction
' Dissatisfaction

One of the effects of early marriage, which is a form of violence, is the high rates
of violence in Syrian asylum communities, and a report by the Supreme
Population Council indicates that 60% of the victims of registered violence are
females who have been subjected to early marriage or have been forced into
it. .

The focus groups which were organized at the sites of the Syrian refugee
community, specifically in Mafrag governorate, revealed images of coercion and
dependency which were left by early marriage, as one mother said that
"everyone controls us (husband, in-laws, neighbors) all impose their opinions,
the husband who, is the biggest controller treats the woman like a machine".

One of the indicators of the absence of freedom to choose is a dialogue was
between two Syrian refugee women in Mafraq governorate when asked about
women working: One of them said: "I wish | was a flight attendant.”". Another

replied, " It is not allowed because you should wear skirts", "and the first replied,
"Its OK, | hope.".

The opinion poll which was conducted with minors revealed that only 6% of
those with ambitions described them as large, while 26% considered themselves
normal.

Description Number | Percentage
Ordinary 95 25.96%
Bold 93 25.41%
Weak 89 24.32%

20 Georgia Swann, Child Marriage in Jordan Breaking Episode, Hijri Short Bulletin, Issue 57, February 2018, p. 43
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Beautiful 45 12.30%
Smart 39 10.66%
Scared 36 9.84%

Ambitious 24 6.56%
Doesn't know 12 3.28%
Otherwise 11 3.01%

The Underage's describtion of herself before

marriage

Otherwise I 3.01%
Doesn't know [N 3.28%
Ambitious NI 6.56%
Scared NN 9.84%

Smart I 10.66%

Beautiful I 12.30%

Weak I 24.32%
Bold NI 25.41%
Ordinary . 25.96%

MW Series 1

Also, the interests of minors before marriage were also largely focused on day-

to-day household chores, with more than 50% of married minors saying that

their interests were focused on this aspect.

Interest Number Percentage
studying or reading stories 80 21.90%
Caring for the siblings 74 20.20%
Playing games or with girlfriends 70 19.10%
Follow TV shows 54 14.80%
Worship 38 10.40%
Otherwise. 31 8.50%
Computer or social networking 22 6%
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One of the psychological effects noted by the studies is pointed out by "Logio"
that the marriage of minors has negative effects on the psychological level,
where the underage girl suffers from deprivation of passion, tenderness and
attention of parents, which increases her psychological stress, and may lead to

psychological and personal disorders, depression and anxiety.

When the family were asked about the method of personal education with the
children, only 42% replied that care and love were the main centerpiece of
personal education and the relationship with the children, while 54% replied
that the method of personal education and the relationship with the children

was normal.

Parents’ relationship
with children and
followed personal Percentage
education Number
Love & care 93 12.3%
Ordinary 119 54.1%
Abuse 6 2 7%
Otherwise 2 0.9%
Total 220 100.0%
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Parents’ relationship with children and
followed personal education
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When the minors were asked about the relationship between parents and
children and the followed personal education, 46% reported that the
relationship was based on attention and follow-up, while 39% replied that the
relationship between parents and children was normal, and the following table

shows the percentages and minors’ answers.

Parents’ relationship with children and the

) Number percentages
followed personal education
Attention and follow-up 168 45.9%
Ordinary 144 39.3%
Indifference 25 6.8%
Duress and violence 11 3.0%
Otherwise 18 4.9%
Total 366 100.0%

Parents’ relationship with children and
followed personal education

50.00

40.00

30.00

20.00

10.00

0.00

Attention and  Ordinary Indifference

follow-up

Duress and
violence

Otherwise
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In view of the previous two tables, the factor of interest and focus on it as a
component of personal education is more available in the eyes of minors than
in the parents, where they tried to show it, which indicates the different
perception of education between the two generations, and the extent of the
influence of customs and traditions, including Child Marriage.

One of the indicators shown by the survey of minors is not knowing the criterion
of their readiness for marriage, with about 54% of the sample of minors
reporting that the readiness for marriage is when the right person comes along
and reaching the age of 18, and the following table explains the rest of the

answers.

Description Number Percentage

When the right groom comes forward. 123 33.6%
Completing the age of 18 76 20.8%

Upon completion of educational attainment 67 18.3%

At puberty 36 9.8%

When offering inducements from the parents or groom 19 5.2%

When getting a job or work 10 2.7%

Otherwise 35 9.6%
Total 366 100.0%

Description of Readiness for marriage

When the right groom comes forward.

Completing the age of 18

33.6% ) .
Upon completion of educational
attainment
At puberty

B When offering inducements from the
parents or groom
18.3% B When getting a job or work

208 M Otherwise

Child Marriage leads to negative effects on the minor girl’s health. As marriage
at the childhood’s age exposes the girl as well as her children in the event of a
pregnancy to health risks, because the girl is not sexually, psychologically and
socially prepared for pregnancy, one of the health problems that can be
experienced by the girl.
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1- Hormone-related problems such as the lack of hormones integration
which is responsible for height, and the lack of growth of hormones
responsible for the menstrual cycle, especially the girl in adolescence and
she is in the stage of physical development and therefore her menstrual
cycle is not regular.

2- The girl is exposed to diseases such as anemia, dissipation of gland stock
and body strength on pregnancy rather than completing the body's
natural building and integration.

3- The absence of health awareness in childhood age (under 18 years of age)
may lead to repeated pregnancies, which have a negative impact on the
physical and mental health of the girl, as the pressures due to the burden
of raising children increase.

4- Early old age, premature aging and sagging body as a result of pregnancy
and recurrent birth.

5- If pregnancy is delayed due to incomplete growth, the negative
psychological effects on women may be compounded.

6- Health effects on children, as premature birth and the birth of low-weight
children, in addition to the possibility of giving birth to children suffering
from diseases or disabilities, in addition to that there are children who
may be exposed to death.?!.

It is clear that Child Marriage and the resulting pregnancy and childbirth,

which may be caesarean section, pose a risk to the lives of the wife and

children, and field meetings for refugee communities have shown that the
most prominent services women seek are related to psychological and
reproductive health.

When asked about the number of pregnancies, about 39% of them said that
the number of pregnancies exceeded four times.

21 Blissful Al-Sabawi, The Impact of Early Marriage of Girls in the Social Development Process (Field Study in
Mosul), Musallia Studies Journal, Issue 18, November 2007, p. 103-104

55



&P

P . L
€% Research on Early and Child Marriage in Jordan
AWO

Number of Pregnancies Number Percentage
0 40 10.9%
1 48 13.1%
2 75 20.5%
3 62 16%
4+ 141 38.5
Total 366 Total

Number of Pregnancies

E0
E1l
M2
M3
4+

When teenaged girls were asked about the number of children, about 26%
of minors said they had four children and more.

Number of minors’ children Number Percentage
0 52 14.2%
1 56 15.3%
2 90 24.6%
3 74 20.2%
4+ 94 25.7%
Total 366 100.0%

Number of Underage’s Children

25.68%

24.59%

2.3%

14.21

o

20

30
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Among the customs and traditions that accompany the spread of Child Marriage
is the deprivation of education, where girls are not allowed to complete their
education, either for economic reasons or because of the economic situation or
customs and traditions, including that women must look after their home and
husband, which affects their employment opportunities and economic
empowerment, hence increases her dependency on her husband, and in this
area the women in the asylum communities pointed to, completing education is
the most important matter and the asylum communities must focus on it, also
they expressed sorrow for not finishing their education. In addition, education
contributes for improving women’s opportunities to get employment and to
help the husband in view of the current economic situation.

When teenaged girls were asked about their educational level, it appeared that
87% of them did not exceed their middle school level, i.e. they did not reach the
high school, as shown by the results table:

Teenaged girls’ Educational Level Number Percentage
llliterate 26 7.1%
Elementary 137 37.43%
Middle 157 42.9%
Secondary 43 11.75%
University and above 3 0.82%
total 366 100.0%

Teenaged Girls’ Educational Level
82%

7.1% Illiterate
Elementary
Middle
37.43% M Secondary

42.9%
° B University and above

,.,\\ y, /
\\-____‘-«*/

When teenaged girls were asked about the economic situation, 66% of the

respondents reported that the economic situation was between the poor and
the very poor.
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Economic Situation Number Percentage
Very poor 66 18.0%
Poor 169 46.2%
Average 123 33.6%
Above average 8 2.2%
Total 366 100.0%

Economic Situation

50

40

30
20
10
2.20%
0 e

Very poor Poor Average Above average

The survey which was conducted with married minors revealed that a large
proportion of them did not have dreams or special ambitions to pursue, with
34% of them saying that they had no dreams or ambitions before marriage,
followed by the desire to marry by 16%, while completing education accounted

for 10% of the answers.

The ambitions and dreams of underage girls before marriage in

choosing the profession and its type Number Percentage
She did not dream 126 34.40%
Likes to get married 59 16.10%
Teacher 40 10.90%
Completing Education 37 10.10%
Medical professions 23 6.28%
‘Beautician 20 5.50%
Sewing 18 4.90%
Arts 8 2.19%
Lawyer 6 1.60%
Engineer 6 1.60%
Others 6 1.64%
Joining the police force 5 1.40%
Clerk 4 1.10%
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The ambitions and dreams of underage girls before marriage in
] ] ) Number Percentage
choosing the profession and its type
Journalist 3 0.80%
Flight attendant 3 0.80%
Cook 2 0.50%
Total 366 100.0%

Ambitions of the Underage before marriage

Cook

Flight attendant
Journalist

Clerk

Joining the police force
Others

Engineer

Lawyer

Arts

Sewing

“Beautician

Medical professions
Completing Education
Teacher

Likes to get married

She did not dream 34.4%

In general, it is clear that child marriage has an impact on community
development, the low level of education affects human resources and social and
economic development. The interest in women's education contributes to the
proper upbringing of generations, who believe in the role of women as a key
component in building societies and not limiting their role to raise children and
doing domestic work.

Socially, the family is the main component of society that arises from
consummating marriage, early marriage has negative effects and consequences
that are reflected on society, in addition to the risk of non-continuation of

59



P

Ees® . L
€% Research on Early and Child Marriage in Jordan

AWO

marriage and divorce as a result of the unwillingness of the parties to stay away
from families and the difficult circumstances surrounding them.

When talking about the readiness of both parties to build families, the question
that comes to mind is the age of the husband, and when the minors are asked
about the age of their husbands, 42% of the age of the husband at marriage was
between 19 and 25 years, while about 29% of the sample replied that the age of
the husband was between 26 and 30 years.

Husband’s Age Number Percentage
12 to 18 years old 57 15.6%
19 to 25 years old 157 42.9%

26 to 30 years 105 28.7%

31 to 40 years 18 4.90%

Over 40 18 4.90%
Deceased 11 3%
Total 366 100.0%

50

Husband’s Age

40

30

20

10

12to 18 19 to 25 26 to 30 31to 40 Over 40 Deceased
years old years old years years

Al-Otoom in her speech about the impact of early marriage, she pointed out that
early marriage means disabling half of society or society as a whole, because the
minor, who is known as a child under the age of 18, cannot raise children in
addition to that this section of society may be deprived of awareness and
education and thus becomes a consumption tool in society and not a productive
one.

In terms of the husband’s nationality about 69% of them had Syrian nationality
and nearly 30% had Jordanian citizenship, according to the following table.
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Husband’s Nationality Number Percentage
Jordanian 108 29.5%
Syrian 252 68.9%
Saudi Arabian 2 0.5%
Palestinian 1 0.3%
Egyptian 1 0.3%
Yemeni 1 0.3%
Empty 1 0.3%
total 366 100.0%

Husband’s Nationality
1.6%

Jordanian
29.5%

Syrian

e m Other

\\\\“-__‘ 44///
When we talk about marriage procedures, it should be noted that there are
three types of marriage for Syrian refugee women in Jordan.

First type: is a legitimate and formal marriage where the marriage is held by a
sharia judge and then the marriage contract is confirmed by the official
authorities.

Second type: a legitimate marriage, but informal, in this case the contract is
drawn by a Syrian judge rewidening in Jordan, and that can not be documented
with the official bodies for many reasons ,such as the difficulty in getting a
marriage license and the difficulty in getting marriage documents for the girl.

Third type: It does not fall under the concept of legal marriage, and it can be
classified as Nikah Muta’a or pleasure marriage or?’marriage of consents
(Common law marriage) between the two parties.

22 Newspaper Headquarters, 15/12/2013, for more information can be found at the following link
https://magar.com/archives/212931
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When the married teenaged girls were asked how to document a marriage,
56% replied that the marriage was registered in court, while 31% replied that
the marriage was registered after a period of writing it with the Sheikh.

How marriage is documented Number Percentage
Marriage registered at the 206 56.3%
court
With the Sheikh 46 12.6%
With the Sheikh and Later at 114 31.1%
the court
Total 366 100.0%

How Marriage is Documented

At Court
31.1%

56.3% With the Sheikh

With the Sheikh and
12.6% Later at the court

N a

The problem of not documenting marriage contracts remains a challenge and
one of the factors that affect the society as a whole, and in this context, the
former Minister of Social Development Reem Abu Hassan said that many
marriages are not attested, which is a violation to the guarantees of children's
rights, in addition to the fact that the failure to attest the contracts, and in many
cases leads to difficulty in proving the paternity for the divorced women .?

Many reports have documented cases of underage marriages, where some
forced as of poverty and fear for girls, where so-called "marriage brokers"
appeared who marry off underaged girls for elder men without attesting the
contracts in the Shariah courts on the claim of the situations and the difficulty
in that.

23 Al-Dustour newspaper website, 6 February 2017, for more access to the link https://cutt.us/cUleB
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Andrew Haber, the representative of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), expressed concern that some were resorting to such steps, saying that
many women and children were not used to going to work, so marriage for a
living was an option.?*

When the married underaged girls were asked about their message to other
girls, 51% of them called to not agree to marry at an early age.

The Message of a Married Minor Girl to Other Girls Number | Percentage
Not Agreeing to Early Marriage 188 51.4%
Waiting to Complete the Age of 18 71 19.4%
Waiting for Higher Education to be Completed 45 12.3%
Approval with Terms 43 11.7%
Unconditional Approval 19 5.2%
Total 366 100.0%

The Message of a Married Minor Girl to Other Girls

51.4%
12.3% 11.7%
5.2%
Not Agreeing Waiting to Waiting for Approval with  Unconditional
to Early Complete the Higher Terms Approval
Marriage Age of 18 Education to

be Completed

24 Ammon News Website, 11 May 2013, for more can be found at the following link
https://www.ammonnews.net/article/152428
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